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the Eoman Church to lay censures on the realm of
France if the king of France avenged his wrongs and the
honour of his crown on his rebellious vassals. "And
he added that the legate had scented Henry's money."
The end was now come. Henry summoned aid from
England. Philip poured his troops into Maine. On
June 12 he surprised Henry in Le Mans. Burning
the suburbs, he surrounded the city with a wall of flame.
Henry's men tried to break down the bridge, but the
French knights rushed upon them as they were at
work, and, driving them back, entered the town in con-
fused mek'e with them. Then Henry fled. The French
carried all before them. The citadel of Le Mans surren-
dered, and castle after castle followed. On July 3 Tours
yielded. Already it was clear that the French king had
won a decisive triumph. Henry had scarce resisted: he
was lying down to die. The great vassals of the French
crown had some pity for the old man in his fall On
July 2 Philip of Flanders, William, archbishop of
Rheims, and Hugh III., duke of Burgundy, went to him,
as he lay at Saumur, to beg him to submit. They went,
says the chronicler significantly, by their own will, not
Philip's.
On July 4 (but the date is not certain), at Colombi&res
near Yillandri on the Cher, the two kings met, and there
Henry yielded to all Philip's demands. He did homage,
he promised to surrender Alais and to allow her marriage,
to make his barons do fealty to Richard, to pay 20,000
marks, and to start for the crusade in the middle of the
nest Lent. It was a complete submission. Two days
later the greatest of the Angevins was dead.
Philip had triumphed as none of his race had done